Call for international solidarity
with Torobulu, Southeast
Sulawesi, Indonesia, a
community being criminalized
for its opposition to nickel
mining

To the Indonesian authorities

Environmental and human rights defenders Haslilin and Andi Firmansyah are being

criminalized for speaking out against nickel mining

Demand for nickel is booming due to the energy transition in the countries of the Global

North, but nickel mining has a severe impact on local communities.

To supply nickel to the automobile industry, the mining company Wijaya Intan Nusantara
Mining (PT WIN), owned by Frans Salim Kalalo, is mining nickel ore only about 100
meters from the village of Torobulu, along the main road. This causes clouds of thick
dust that constantly settles on the community and its houses. Two water sources are
already unusable and rice fields are ruined. Residents are protesting because they do not

want to suffer more landslides and fear that they will continue.

Despite the promotion of energy transition in northern countries as positive, nickel mining

in Sulawesi negatively impacts the local economy.

Because of the close proximity to the residential area and the environmental impact, the
villagers, the village chief and district chief met with the company and agreed to stop the
mining — an agreement that the company did not respect.

On November 6, 2023, Ms. Haslilin (30) and Andi Firmansyah (41), along with other
Torobulu residents, approached a PT WIN excavator to ask it to leave the area. They
mainly wanted to know whether the activity, which was negatively affecting their lives, was

in compliance with the law.



The two aforementioned individuals have already been summoned twice in writing by the
Kendari Prosecutor's Office, Directorate of Special Investigations. They are accused of
"obstructing or interfering with mining operations pursuant to Article 162 of the Mining Act
in conjunction with Article 55 of the Criminal Code" (Letter S.Pgl /234/ VI/RES.5.5.
/2024/Ditreskrimsus and Letter S.Pgl/235/VI/RES.5.5./2024/Ditreskrimsus dated June 7,
2024).

Torobulu villagers were called to testify before the Southeast Sulawesi Regional Police
about the situation in the community, i.e. the opposition to mining activities in the area. On
June 12, 2024, hundreds of Torobulu villagers demonstrated in front of the police
building in Kendari to protest the criminalization of the two Torobulu villagers and

the actions of the Kendari City Prosecutor's Office.

Muhammad Ansar, a lawyer with the legal aid organization LBH Makassar
and legal representative of Haslilin and Andi Firmansyah, explains:

"According to the Constitution, the right to a good and healthy environment is
a human right. Furthermore, Article 66 of Law 32/2009 clearly states that anyone
who fights for the right to a good and healthy environment cannot be prosecuted
under criminal or civil law. Therefore, we believe that the prosecution of Haslilin
and Andi is an act of criminalization of two environmental and human rights
defenders, which jeopardizes both public participation and the
aforementioned constitutional right.

We believe that PT WIN is maliciously trying to silence the people of Torobulu by
applying Section 162 of the Minerals and Energy Act. We therefore call on law
enforcement agencies, prosecutors and courts to uphold the dignity of the
law and not criminalize Ms. Haslilin and Mr. Andi Firmansyah.

The community of Torobulu, Southeast Sulawesi, Indonesia, demands:

1. Stop the criminalization of human rights defenders and environmentalists Andi
Firmansyah and Haslilin and other people of Torobulu.

2. Restore the fishers' right to fish.
3. Immediately stop the destruction of the environment.
4. Give the people of Torobulu back the ability to live in their environment and ecosystems.

5. Revoke PT WIN's nickel mining license.



TESTIMONIALS

"It was previously agreed that there would be no mining for the time being. We
went to the bulldozers, mainly to find out if the nickel mining around our residential
area is being done according to the regulations. The village chief, the district chief
and the residents of Torobulu were present at the meeting,” says Andi
Firmansyabh.

"We did not go there to block the bulldozer, but to ask why they are still mining,
when it was already agreed that both parties would keep a low profile, but the
company is still mining nickel ore behind our backs. We don't want any more
landslides, and we need water to survive. Our houses are inundated in dust. This
is what mining has brought us so far," adds Haslilin.

"The fact that Ms. Haslilin and Andi Firmansyah are being prosecuted is absurd.
This raises the question of who the law applies to. Instead of being criminalized,
they should be protected because together with other Torobulu residents, they are
trying to protect the environment for the whole community and save their
homeland from the dangers of mining," says Andi Rahman, Director of Walhi
Southeast Sulawesi.

"The people of Torobulu are paying the price for mining, and the environmental
damage around Torobulu's homes is increasing and becoming more visible. If
mining continues at the same pace, they can count the days until they are slowly
displaced from their community,” says Guadalupe Rodriguez of Rainforest
Rescue and Yes to Life No to Mining, who participated in a Toxic Tour organized
to study the impacts of nickel mining in Sulawesi late last year.
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